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Centre for In-Situ & Correlative Microscopy (CISCoM) supported 

by the prestigious DST-SATHI grant inaugurated at IIT Hyderabad 

 

“This transformative initiative will empower scientists across diverse disciplines to 

collaborate on innovative solutions using cutting-edge microscopy techniques." - Prof BS 

Murty 

 

Hyderabad, September 08, 2024:  The Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad (IITH) 

proudly announces the inauguration of the SATHI (Sophisticated Analytical and 

Technical Help Institute) Centre on its campus today. The event was graced by Chief 

Guest Prof. Abhay Karandikar, Secretary, Department of Science and Technology (DST), 

Government of India. 

 

IIT Hyderabad has been awarded a grant by the Department of Science and Technology 

(DST) that recognises outstanding performance and the cluster's commitment to advancing 

research and development initiatives to establish a centre on in-situ and correlative microscopy. 

This centre, focusing on cutting-edge microscopy characterisation, will be the first in India to 

enable real-time characterisation across multiple length scales for both fundamental and 

industrial R&D. This initiative aims to bring together scientists from a broad range of scientific 

disciplines, including physical sciences, chemistry, biology, and pharmaceutical studies, to 

address common scientific goals that can only be addressed by using such sophisticated 

microscopy techniques. 

 

Led by Prof B.S. Murty, Director, IIT Hyderabad and a team of researchers from IIT 

Hyderabad with Dr Sai Rama Krishna Malladi as the Principal Investigator, the cluster 

at IIT Hyderabad received a funding of 60 crores from DST and has the support of 17 academic, 

research, and industrial organisations contributing to the tune of Rs. 20 Cr, namely, University 

of Hyderabad, Telangana State Council for Higher Education, VNIT Nagpur, NIT Raipur, NIT 

Warangal, NIT Andhra Pradesh, CBIT, Sri Vishnu Educational Society, Veltech University, 

ARCI, CCMB, IICT, LV Prasad Eye Institute, Dr. Reddy's Labs, Bharat Biotech, Amara Raja 

Group and TATA Steel. 

 

Speaking at the inauguration, Prof. Abhay Karandikar emphasised the importance of 

establishing high-end sophisticated research infrastructure accessible to everyone across the 

nation to foster a strong culture of research collaboration between institutions and across 

disciplines in shaping and strengthening the R&D landscape in our country. 

Prof Murty quoted the importance of such advanced facilities in enhancing India's research 

and innovation ecosystem and emphasised the Centre’s role in bolstering education and 

research capabilities in the country and globally. 

 

Dr. B.V.R. Mohan Reddy (Chairman Board of Governors, IIT Hyderabad), Prof. B. 

Jagadeeswara Rao (Vice Chancellor, University of Hyderabad), Dr. Krishna Ella (Chairperson 

Bharat Biotech International) and heads and representatives of all the partner organisations 

were among the eminent personalities who attended the event. 
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Following the inauguration of SATHI-CISCoM, the Hall of Fame and The Digital Heritage 

Lab were also inaugurated. The Hall of Fame showcases the significant developments at IIT 

Hyderabad, highlighting major research thrust areas and prototypes of various ongoing 

research projects.  The Digital Heritage Lab at IIT Hyderabad is at the forefront of preserving 

India’s cultural heritage through innovative technology. Supported by DST, this lab showcases 

architectural drawings, 3D models, and immersive AR/VR experiences of several heritage 

complexes nationwide. Prof. Karandikar also visited the TiHAN testbed where they 

demonstrated drones capable of airlifting 60 and 100 kg payload. 

 

For more details on SATHI-CISCoM, contact sathi.ciscom@admin.iith.ac.in, srkm@msme.iith.ac.in 

 

 

======================== 
 

About IIT Hyderabad: 
 
IITH, established in 2008 as one of the second-generation IITs, has reached a respectable position 
in academics, research, technology development and startups in the short span of 15 years. In 
the recent Indian National Ranking (NIRF-2024), IITH is ranked 3rd in Innovation and 8th among 
Engineering institutes in India.  
 
It has 320+ full-time faculty and 5,200+ students (PG + PhD students accounting for about 
60%). The institute has a strong research focus with Rs. 1200+ Cr of R&D funding, 10,600+ 
publications, 295+ Patents, and about 190+ startups (that have generated 1100+ jobs and a 
revenue of Rs. 1500+ Cr). Follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Koo, and 
YouTube for the latest updates.  
 

To know more, please visit https://www.iith.ac.in/ 
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